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(57) Abstract: A method for determining the 
residual capacity of a storage battery, e.g. a 
lithium ion secondary battery, being mounted 
on a hybrid electric automobile accurately at 
an arbitrary time interval, comprising a step 
for monitoring the charge/discharge current 
of a secondary battery and calculating a 
first residual capacity value continuously by 
executing an integrating operation based on 
the charge/discharge current, and a step for 
detecting the charge/discharge switching timing 
of the secondary battery, regarding the terminal 
voltage of the secondary battery at that detection 
timing as an open circuit voltage, determining 
a second residual capacity value based on the 
open circuit voltage and updating the first 
residual capacity value with the second residual 
capacity value. 
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